
 Harun 
 Farocki

and the Notion 
of  “Einfühlung”

Organised by Cl io Nicastro
With generous suppor t  of  DAAD

With 
Michael  Baute 
Robin Cur t is
Toni  Hi ldebrandt
Giovanni  Tusa

Monday 
4 July 2016
14:30 – 19:00
In Engl ish

In the shor t  yet  compel l ing tex t  Ein-
fühlung   (2008),  Harun Farock i  ques-
t ions the re lat ion between distance 
and identi f icat ion f rom the point 
of  v iew of  both the f i lm actor and the 
spectator.  Right at  the star t  of  the 
tex t,  the German f i lmmaker empha-
sizes that  the term „Einfühlung“ has 
been „handed over to the enemy“. 
Who is th is enemy? And what is  the 
contex t  with in which the German 
f i lmmaker posi t ions th is complex 
and ambiguous concept? Is “empa-
thy” -  the term most commonly used 
to translate Einfühlung -  even str ict ly 
equiva lent  to the
German term?

Over the past decades, many studies 
have been publ ished on the topic of 
empathy across a range of  d isc ip l ines. 
Yet the debate on th is topic is  not l i-
mited to academic contex ts:  to react 
empathica l ly  is  a lmost considered 
a socia l  duty,  ampl i f ied by the possi-
bi l i t ies enabled by new media which 
a l low for  immediate contact with 
stor ies and exper iences of  d istant 
people practica l ly  s imultaneously. 
The genera l  trend is  arguably that  of 
focusing on a supposed fus ional 
re lat ion between subject  and object, 
without tak ing into account the  
d istance and conf l ict  impl ic i t  in  sen-
s ing the other. 

Focussing on Farock i’s mani fo ld 
research re lat ing to the topic of  Ein-
fühlung,  the workshop seeks to 
explore these issues,  as wel l  as the 
c inematic techniques/dev ices used to 
tack le them.


