
Conference
Anthropology. Activism. Power.
Celebrating 10 Years of boasblogs

This conference celebrates the tenth anniversary of boas-
blogs and focuses on three pressing topics exploring the 
relationship between anthropology, activism, and power 
struggles in Germany and beyond.

boasblogs is a series of topic-related blogs that take up cur-
rent issues related to anthropology, discuss them in their 
controversiality, and ask about the public role and social im-
pact of anthropological knowledge. 
All boasblogs, as public anthropology, aim to make scienti-
fic findings accessible to a broader public in order to make 
a critical-constructive contribution to contemporary social 
and political debates. boasblogs share anthropological 
knowledge with non-academic audiences in the broadest 
possible way but also see themselves as a space for in-
tra-academic learning at the intersection of research and 
teaching. As a result, boasblogs have become an interdi-
sciplinary, intergenerational, and increasingly international 
forum with numerous editorial teams and a diverse group of 
currently more than 599 authors, bringing together different 
institutions and perspectives and inviting readers to take the 
liberty of adding nuance to established conversations, rai-
sing objections or proposing their own topics.

Funded by the interdisciplinary and collaborative research platform 
Worlds of Contradiction (WOC) at the University of Bremen, 
the Collaborative Research Center (CRC) Media of Cooperation at 
the University of Siegen, and the Global South Studies Center (GSSC) at 
the University of Cologne, in cooperation with ICI Berlin.
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【18:30 Keynote】 Prof. Dr. Shalini Randeria 
A Politics of Hope against Soft Authoritarianism
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Pr



	 Programme

12:30 	 Welcoming Coffee

13:00 – 13:15 	 Introduction

13:15 – 14:30 	 Panel I
                      	 Ethnographing Germany?

14:30 – 15:00 	 Break

15:00 – 16:15 	 Panel II
                       	 Beyond Activism

16:15 – 16:45 	 Break

16:45 – 18:00 	 Panel III
                       	 Power Struggles in Academia

18:00 – 18:30 	 Break

18:30 – 20:00 	 Keynote 
                       	 Shalini Randeria
                       	� A Politics of Hope against  

Soft Authoritarianism

Moderated by Ehler Voss 
boasblogs & Worlds of Contradiction (WOC)
 

The talk focuses on the concept of soft authoritarianism, highl-
ighting the blurring of the distinction between democracies and 
autocracies, as formally democratic means such as parliamen-
tary majorities, laws, and regulations are increasingly being used 
to further illiberal, authoritarian ends in polities across the world. 
It delineates the contradictory logics of soft authoritarian dis-
courses and practices, and also explores their affective aspect. 
Shalini Randeria argues that this kind of rule is characterised 
by repressive reproductive policies coupled with a majoritarian 
demographic imagination, fuelling resentment and exclusionary 
politics. Academic freedom and university autonomy are also 
casualties of soft authoritarianism, as is evident in countries such 
as Hungary and the USA. However, the talk concludes on an opti-
mistic note, offering a preliminary analysis of student movements 
that successfully ended soft authoritarian rule in Sri Lanka, Bang-
ladesh, and Nepal. These movements are now striving to sustain 
the momentum for fundamental change.

Shalini Randeria is Rector Emerita at the Central European Uni-
versity (CEU) in Vienna, Deputy Chair of the Class of Social and 
Related Sciences at the Academia Europaea, and holds the 
Worlds of Contradiction (WOC) Excellence Chair at the Univer-
sity of Bremen. She has published widely in English and German 
on topics such as soft authoritarianism, academic freedom, the 
globalization of law, state, and policy; reproduction and gender, 
civil society and social movements; processes of juridification 
and justice-seeking by ordinary citizens as well as post-colonial 
theory. Among her recent publications are the edited volumes 
and special issues: Soft Authoritarianism, Special Issue of Global 
Society (in press); Kapitalismus im 21. Jahrhundert (2021); Forum 
on Seed Activism: Journal of Peasant Studies (2020); Social Sci-
ence at the Crossroads (2019); Wenn Demokratien demokratisch 
untergehen (2019). Her podcast 'Democracy in Question', has 
over 120 episodes, and is currently in its twelfth season.
 


