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Mysticism has always involved encounters with scale: the self-dissol-
ving into something larger, the vast becoming intimate, experience that 
overflows the boundaries of the individual and the measurable. This 
event investigates how mysticism, as a habit of perception or a form 
of knowing, interacts with scale to open onto new modes of attention, 
forms of community, and relations to the non-human world.
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Recent discoveries of Ewa Majewska in the ar-
chives of the Hiacynt operation, which targeted 
gay men in 1980s Poland, show that the police 
documents issued during this operation are still 
in use. This has led to discussions about the aims 
and limitations of the state’s actions towards 
LGBTQIA+ people, how to reclaim equality and 
due diligence for queer populations, and how to 
create and transform archives, including state-
operated, grassroots, activist, and artistic ones. 
The discussion will address the possibilities and 
responsibilities of queer theory in relation to the 
interests of LGBTQIA+ populations, the collecting 
strategies of affective and institutional archives, 
and the ways in which resistance might inclu-
de, rather than exclude, making critical, queer 
claims against the state. 


