Truth,
Freedom,
Truth is in a tricky situation. Intellectual insurgents once dislodged the authority of official
truth-telling, making room for new voices and
unheard-of knowledges. Today, authoritarians
and would-be authorities have mounted their
own counter-attack, through political discourses that deny the obvious, invent lies, and suggest
that there’s no way reliably to establish facts at
all.  Who will challenge not only the official stories, but also the propagators of ‘alternative facts’?

Freedom, likewise, is in a bind. The self-congratulatory Euro-American discourse of “75 Years
of Freedom” is everywhere. And yet not just
across the European continent but worldwide,
freedom seems a hollow promise, or actively on
the retreat. How can demands for substantive
freedom be made, and practices of liberation be
defended, without reinforcing the power of its
official guardians?
The battles over truth and freedom play out in
the academy.  In the U.S., climate science is under assault. In more and more places scholars
themselves are at risk of censorship, exclusion,
and violence.  Does defending academic freedom and scholars at risk require re-affirming the
old authority and power of the academy, or can
it contribute to a renewal of the critical, dissident
potential in teaching and research? Can the university be reimagined in this moment of peril?
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