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Negativity, like the queer, is intolerable, even 
to those who think themselves queer. Its in-
sistence on non-identity spurs our continuous 
e� orts to positivize what resists all normaliza-
tion. � ough Adorno observed that “society 
stays alive, not despite its antagonism, but 
because of it,“ the queerness of non-identity 
provokes repeated a� empts to redeem it by 
turning it into something pragmatic and com-
prehensible, like political action or collective 
practice. 
“Against Survival” draws on work by 
Adorno, Derrida, and Lacan, along with texts 
by Shakespeare and photographic images by 
the Los Angeles artist, Larry Johnson, 

to think queer theory in relation to questions 
of negativity, futurity, and survival and to as-
sert the radical refusal of queerness to se� le 
for a multiplication of “futurities” or to cohe-
re into any quotidian practices aimed at ma-
king its negativity the ground for new forms 
of communal life or new modes of viability. 
Queerness, instead, as this talk will suggest, 
works against survival, even against its own 
survival, except to the extent that antago-
nism is how “society stays alive.” In that sense 
queerness amounts to the rupture that turns 
hope against itself in order to maintain the ra-
dical negativity that no identity could hope to 
survive.

Lee Edelman chairs the English Department 
at Tu� s University where he is the Fletcher 
Professor of English Literature. His work 
brings together Lacanian analysis, rhetorical 
criticism, and the politics of social and cultu-
ral representation. An ICI event in the context 
of the core project „Tension/Spannung“ and 
at the same time keynote address of the sym-
posium “Queer Futurities, Today: Utopias 
and Beyond in Queer � eory” organized by 
SQS – Society for Queer Studies in Finland 
and the Institute for Queer � eory, held at the 
Finnland-Institut in Deutschland, Berlin. � e 
invitation of Lee Edelman is co-sponsored by 
Buchladen Prinz Eisenherz, Berlin.
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