LECTURE

FRANCOISE BALIBAR
WHAT IS A THING?

Martin Heidegger characterized modern to nineteenth-cg iesof group  Frangoise Balibar is a historian of science
and professor emerita of physics at the

Université Denis Diderot, Paris VII.

science as the discovery that mathematics
“touches upon things”, and does not simply
provide a means for representing them. She has published numerous works on Albert
It would seem that this characterization has Einstein, the theory of relativity, and on the
become more and more appropriate, and this history and epistemology of physics.
talk will describe how contemporary physics
characterises its objects through

mathematical concepts of symmetry related
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