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To speak of political immunization means to the-
matize the forms and limits of communities. How 
does belonging arise and how do communities de-
fend themselves against outside threats? Commu-
nities frequently define themselves on the basis of 
a common identity and the defence of property. 
Roberto Esposito proposes a form that is constitu-
ted by something being given up and shared with 
others. These two models appear in a certain sen-
se incompatible, but they do not exclude one ano-
ther: they stand instead in a relationship of com-
plementarity. They assume different functions in 
the context of securing domination and political 
immunizations: on the one hand, they provide for 
as homogenous a ‘Volk’ as possible; on the other, 
for an exchange of the heterogeneous many whose 
insurrectionary virulence must be controlled and 
domesticated. In bio-political modernity, the inte-
gration of what is threatening goes along with an 
immunizing control. Unforeseen contact among 
the many remains dangerous, because it can mean 
a break with the ruling order. 

Isabell Lorey is a political scientist. She is a visit-
ing professor at the Humboldt University in Berlin 
and teaches political theory, cultural, gender, and 
postcolonial studies at the University of Vienna. 
Her many areas of research include feminist and 
political theory, focusing on biopolitics, critical 
whiteness studies, political immunization, con-
stituent power and exodus in political movements, 
and precarization. Among her recent publications 
are Figuren des Immunen: Elemente einer politi-
schen Theorie (Zürich: diaphanes 2011). »Gou-
vernementale Prekarisierung«, in Inventionen 1: 
Gemeinsam. Prekär. Potentia. Kon-/Disjunkti-
on. Ereignis. Transversalität. Queere Assembla-
gen, ed. by Isabell Lorey, Roberto Nigro, Gerald 
Raunig (Zürich: diaphanes 2011). Inventionen 1 
is the first volume in a book series that seeks to up-
date and repoliticize poststructuralist theory (for 
the English version see the current issue of trans-
versal: »Inventions«, http://eipcp.net/transver-
sal/0811). 

ICI Lecture Series   – On  Complementarity
'Our positions are complementary, not in con-
flict!' – Recognizing complementarity offers an 
attractive model for the coexistence of different 
knowledges, systems, and cultures. However, dif-
ferent positions rarely simply add up like pieces 
in a puzzle to provide a full, harmonizing picture. 
The pieces usually seem to be too large and it re-
quires violence to make them fit – for instance, by 
constructing others as a complement that provi-
des just what one misses – or to make them com-
patible where they overlap. Instead of being visu-
alizable in terms of a jigsaw puzzle, the principle 
of complementarity such as it was introduced by 
Niels Bohr in order to address the apparent partic-
le-wave duality in quantum physics remains puzz-
ling. It allows for the possibility that different per-
spectives not only constitute objects differently, 
but constitute different objects. While there may 
be no perspective from which the different objects 
can be seen together, considering them nonethe- 
less as equally necessary for a fuller account  
stimulates a radical rethinking that unsettle tradi-
tional oppositions of identity and difference, sub-
ject and object, epistemology and ontology. 

Conceived within the framework of the ICI Core 
Project Tension/Spannung, the ICI Lecture  
Series On Complementarity explores the criti-
cal potential of complementarity in the Sciences, 
the Arts, and Politics. Others talks will follow.
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