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Return is both a destination and a process. On the 
one hand, it is teleological and singular; on the 
other, meandering, self-prolonging, and perhaps 
even non-progressive. How does medieval culture 
cope with this ambivalence? How does return sha-
pe medieval cultural artifacts? The conference will 
explore the ways in which medieval literary, arti-
stic, musical, philosophical, and theological texts 
perform, interrogate, and generate value from the 
complexities of return, with particular reference to 
its formal and temporal qualities. 
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