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Conference • 16 ------ 17 MAy • In english

Judgment 
in Extremis

Inspired by the Fiftieth Anniversary of 
Hannah Arendt́ s

A Report on the 
Banality of Evil 

with:

Roger Berkowitz
Jay Bernstein
Seyla Benhabib
Barbara Hahn
Gerd Hankel
Wolfgang Heuer
David Kishik
Steven Maslow
Christoph Menke
Andreas Nachama
Catherine Toal
Annette Weinke
Thomas Wild

Program:	

	 16 May

19:30 	O pening Keynote Panel
	 What Does Arendt’s Judgment of 	
	E ichmann Mean for Us 
	T oday?
	 Jay Bernstein, Roger Berkowitz, 
	 Catherine Toal

	 17 May

10:00 - 12:00 	S ession I
	T he Banality of Evil
	I s Evil Banal?
	 Barbara Hahn, David Kishik,
	W olfgang Heuer

12:30 - 14:00 	 Break

14:00 - 15:30 	S ession II
	H uman Rights, Inhuman Crimes
	H ow Should We Today Respond 	
	 to Inhuman Crimes?
	A ndreas Nachama, 
	G erd Hankel, Steven Maslow

15:30 - 16:00 	 Break

16:00 - 17:30 	S ession III
	Pr ocessing the Past: 
	Ar endt’s Lessons for Historical 	
	 Reckoning. How Ought We Today to 	
	 Judge Arendt’s Factual Report of  	
	 the Eichmann Trial?
	 Seyla Benhabib, Annette Weinke, 
	T homas Wild

18:00 	 Closing Keynote Lecture
	E ichmann in Jerusalem: 
	Ar endt‘s Reperformance 
	 of the Trial
	 Christoph Menke

Hannah Arendt’s Eichmann in Jerusalem, 
based on a series of articles for The New Yor-
ker, was published in 1963. An account of the 
trial and execution of Adolf Eichmann, one 
of the main organisers of the Holocaust, the 
essay provoked enormous controversy. Objec-
tions were made to Arendt’s diagnosis of the  
“banality of evil” and to her view of the struc-
tures of complicity that facilitated the perpe-
tration of the Nazi genocide. This conference 
considers the legacy of Arendt’s analysis. Do 
her conclusions hold? What are the resonan-
ces of her claims today for a philosophical and 
legal confrontation with extreme instances of 
human destructiveness and wrongdoing? 


