
Within what is too commonly, too uniformly 
called ‘French poststructuralism’, different 
strands or groupings can be discerned accor-
ding to their reliance on notions of time or of 
history. In particular, the seemingly shared 
concepts of becoming and of the event unfold 
quite differently within a register of time or, 
on the contrary, as the ground of a concepti-
on of historicity. How, furthermore, does the 
relationship of these categories to subjectivity 
change from one case to the other? The talk 
will seek to identify a principle of radical op-
position that accounts for fundamental rifts 
and at the same time redefines the ways of re-
ferring (or not referring) to the political field.

Judith Revel is professor of contemporary 
philosophy at the Université Paris Nanterre 
and also teaches at the École Normale Supéri-
eure. A specialist in contemporary French 
thought, and in particular of Michel Foucault, 
her work deals with philosophy after 1945 and 
with how, at the crossroads of political reflec-
tion, historiography, and aesthetics, a certain 
practice of philosophy has sought to proble-
matize both its own historical situation and 
the possibility of intervening in the present. 
She is academic co-director of two collecti-
ve research projects: ‘Discipliner l’archive?’ 
(2016-2018, LABEX ‘Les passés dans le pre-
sent’) and ‘Genre des archives et archives du 
genre’ (2016-2018, COMUE Université Paris 
Lumière). She has recently published Michel 
Foucault: Une pensée du discontinu (2010), Fou-
cault avec Merleau-Ponty: Ontologie politique, 
présentisme et histoire (2015), and co-authored 
the Dictionnaire politique à l’usage des gouver-
nés (2012).

ICI Lecture Series ERRANS, in Time 
Conceptions of time and temporal experience 
seem more at odds now than ever. Hamlet’s 
hunch that ‘the time is out of joint’ has turned 
into an evergreen of critical discourse. Admit-
tedly, ideas of physical, social, revolutionary 
time, internal time consciousness, or histori-
cal experience are far from settled in their res-
pective discourses and practices. Yet attempts 
to harmonize or correlate the understanding 
of time and temporal phenomena generated 
in different disciplines all-too quickly – and 
largely with violent effect – resort to norma-
tive, if not teleological ideas of progress, effici-
ency, narrative sense-making, or experiential 
plenitude. The ICI’s current Lecture Series 
ERRANS, in Time asks whether the hetero-
geneous relations between discordant con-
ceptions of time and temporality can be un-
derstood as being ‘erratically’ structured, that 
is, as marked by inherent misapprehensions, a 
dissonance that defies regulation, and an un-
expected variability.
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