
Engaging with Montaigne’s Essays, Proust’s 
Time Regained and Flaubert’s Correspondence, 
this talk presents time as a pure becoming – 
before anything would be constituted that 
could undergo a process of change. To this 
end, it draws on John Locke’s intuition of time 
as a ‘perpetual perishing’, in order to show how 
every instant stands in a discontinuous relati-
on to every other instant. � e talk explores 
the implications of such a conception for the 
analysis of memory: the juxtaposition of the 
di� erent ‘I’s’ in Proust’s work, the perpetually 
surprising self of Montaigne, and Flaubert’s 
reference to Montaigne, whom we are to read 
not in order to learn but in order to live, in ac-
cord to a famous passage from the Essays: ‘I 
have done nothing today — What? have you 
not lived?’ Recognizing time as sensible ma-
kes personal identity a puzzle: ‘Never imagi-
ne yourself not to be otherwise than what it 
might appear to others that what you were or 
might have been was not otherwise than what 
you had been would have appeared to them to 
be otherwise’ (Lewis Carroll). � is sentence 
presents one of the consequences of conside-
ring time as discontinuous, and of considering 
becoming as disconnected from change. � is 
talk tries to replace the sovereignty of con-
sciousness with a sovereignty of thought.
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ICI Lecture Series ER� NS, in Time 
Conceptions of time and temporal experience 
seem more at odds now than ever. Hamlet’s 
hunch that ‘the time is out of joint’ has turned 
into an evergreen of critical discourse. Admit-
tedly, ideas of physical, social, revolutionary 
time, internal time consciousness, or histori-
cal experience are far from se� led in their res-
pective discourses and practices. Yet a� empts 
to harmonize or correlate the understanding 
of time and temporal phenomena generated 
in di� erent disciplines all-too quickly – and 
largely with violent e� ect – resort to norma-
tive, if not teleological ideas of progress, e�  ci-
ency, narrative sense-making, or experiential 
plenitude. � e ICI’s current Lecture Series 
ER� NS, in Time asks whether the hetero-
geneous relations between discordant con-
ceptions of time and temporality can be un-
derstood as being ‘erratically’ structured, that 
is, as marked by inherent misapprehensions, a 
dissonance that de� es regulation, and an un-
expected variability.
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