
Once in London, in the close quarters of the 
countdown to or deferral of his assisted death, 
Freud concluded the final parts of Moses and 
Monotheism in order to appease, as he put it, 
an unquiet ghost. At the tail end of his life and 
work, Freud returned not only to the primal 
fantasy but also to the connection between 
waking fantasy and cultural production. In 
some sense he was catching up with a trajecto-
ry of research he initiated in 1908, and which 
in the interim Otto Rank and Hanns Sachs 
had been carrying forward. By skewering the 
three research projects and profiles upon Ma-
rie Bonaparte’s memoir of her beloved chow’s 
illness and recovery, her transference gift to 
Freud which he translated in exchange at the 
time of composition of the first parts of Moses 
and Monotheism, we recognize in the psycho-
analytic excavation of the fantasy contents of 
religion and art Freud’s last will and interspe-
cial testament. 
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